[image: image1.png]N wrd/22)

————

>

2
RS

VMY g W

8,
\l

v
\)

V/
(] LS
llll\l\l\l{\\‘\\\



                                                

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 8, 2008                                                             
Erie County Department of Health Announces Possible Exposure to Hepatitis A 
Wegmans Employee Diagnosed with Hepatitis A

Erie County Health Commissioner Dr. Anthony J. Billittier announced today that there is the possibility of exposure to hepatitis A for customers of the Wegmans located at 5275 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville. While the risk to public’s health is low, public health informational and vaccination efforts are needed to protect the public’s health and prevent the spread of illness.
A produce handler who worked at this Wegmans location has been diagnosed with hepatitis A infection. The produce handler worked while potentially infectious on several dates in January and February. Because it is likely the employee followed good hand hygiene and food safety practices, the risk of exposure is small. However, the department of Health has decided to provide preventative treatment to anyone who may have been exposed. 
For those individuals who purchased produce at this Wegmans location after January 7, 2008, and ate this produce without cooking since January 26, 2008 and who have not been previously vaccinated or had Hepatitis A illness in the past, the Erie County Department of Health is recommending these individuals receive Hepatitis A vaccine or immune globulin (IG).  A clinic has been set up for Saturday, February 9, 2008 from 4:00 p.m. to Midnight at ECC North Building S cafeteria.  Additional clinic hours will be available at this same location on Sunday from Noon to 8:00 p.m.  If you have had a vaccination for hepatitis A or have had the illness in the past, you are protected from hepatitis A infection and there is no need for further action. 
If you purchased produce from this Wegmans location after January 7, 2008 but ate it more than 14 days ago, you should watch for symptoms of hepatitis A. If you experience symptoms, please contact your medical provider. The hepatitis A vaccine or IG treatment will not prevent illness in people exposed prior to 14 days ago. 

The Erie County Department of Health has been working in cooperation with Wegmans and the New York State Department of Health to address the situation.  Wegmans has voluntarily removed potentially affected produce from shelves and is sanitizing  the sales area.  Wegmans has informed the Health Department that they will issue refunds to any customer who believes they purchased potentially affected products, but asks that customers dispose of the products at home.  Products should not be presented to Wegmans to receive a refund.  

Good personal hygiene including hand washing and proper sanitation can help prevent hepatitis A. Outbreaks of hepatitis A are relatively uncommon in the United States; however, when they occur, public health efforts are required for their control. 
Hepatitis A is a liver disease caused by the hepatitis A virus. Hepatitis A can affect anyone. Symptoms include: 

• Jaundice (yellowing of the skin and eyes) 

• Fatigue 

• Abdominal pain

• Loss of appetite

• Nausea 

• Diarrhea

• Fever 
Symptoms usually last less than 2 months; and some people may be ill for as long as 6 months. The average incubation period for hepatitis A is 28 days with a range of 15–50 days after exposure. 

For more information about hepatitis A and how to prevent illness if you have possibly been exposed to the virus, please call the New York State Department of Health Call Center 1-800-808-1987.  This is expected to be up and running by approximately 11:00 pm. For Wegmans related questions, please call 1-800-564-8260.

Additional information about hepatitis A can be found at www.erie.gov or www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/a/ 
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