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August 12, 2008

Dear Provider,
 
In response to a potential Hepatitis A exposure the Erie County Department of Health conducted a Point of Dispensing (POD) in February 2008, in which approximately 5,500 individuals received Hepatitis A vaccination.  As you know, the Hep A vaccine series requires two (2) doses to obtain long-term protection from the hepatitis A virus.  The second dose may be given no sooner than six months after the first dose. Therefore, it is now time for individuals to receive their second dose of Hep A vaccine.  

To accomplish this task, the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) will be offering this vaccine to all individuals who received their first dose of Hep A vaccine at ECC North Campus in February 2008.  ECDOH will NOT be offering Hep A vaccine to individuals that received Immune Globulin (IG) in February.  In addition, women who are currently pregnant, or will be pregnant in September, will NOT be eligible for vaccination.  Pregnant women will be advised to contact their health care provider to receive the second dose of Hep A vaccine after they have delivered their baby.  
The Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) Hepatitis A second dose vaccine clinic will operate as a drive through Point of Dispensing (POD) on Saturday, September 14th from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM and Sunday, September 15th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the University at Buffalo Center for Tomorrow.  This clinic will be free of charge.  Individuals who are not able to attend the Erie County POD on the dates above will be advised to contact their health care provider.  Therefore, I encourage you and your staff to be prepared to field questions regarding this matter.  Please refer any questions from your patients regarding the drive through POD to 211.  Should you or your office staff have any questions regarding the POD, please feel free to contact the Erie County Department of Health at (716) 961-6860.   Questions related to Hep A vaccine supply may be directed to the New York State Department of Health Immunization Program at (716) 847-4385.  Additional information regarding hepatitis A and routine vaccination is also available at http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/a/index.htm
or www.erie.gov/health.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely, 

Anthony J. Billittier IV, MD, FACEP 

Commissioner of Health

ANTHONY J. BILLITTIER IV, M.D., FACEP


COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH








CHRIS COLLINS                                                                                                                                                           COUNTY EXECUTIVE 








County of Erie 

















