August 12, 2008

Dear Hepatitis A Vaccine Recipient,
 
As you know, the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) and our many partners administered Hepatitis A (Hep A) immunization primarily to those between ages 1 and 40 years of age at the Erie Community College (ECC) North Campus in February 2008.  That single shot provided adequate protection against any Hep A virus to which you may have been exposed at that time.  We are writing now to remind you that federal guidelines suggest a 2nd dose of Hep A vaccine should be considered at least six months following the first to provide optimal long-term protection against any future Hep A exposure.  In order to further test our abilities to provide mass vaccinations, the ECDOH and our partners have decided to conduct another clinic.  Your participation in this exercise would help us evaluate a different approach to this challenge (see below), as well as provide you with a (hopefully) convenient opportunity to achieve full Hep A protection in lieu of visiting your personal health care provider.
As a reminder, the Hep A vaccine was given in the arm.  If you or a household member received a shot in the buttocks, then you received Immune Globulin (IG) and you should NOT attend the upcoming clinic.  If you will be pregnant in September, you should also NOT attend the upcoming clinic.  These individuals should speak with your health care providers about receiving Hep A vaccine at some other time or place (e.g., after you have delivered your baby).
The ECDOH Hep A second dose vaccine clinic will operate as a drive through clinic.  Therefore, we encourage all of your household members who are eligible for vaccination to attend in a single vehicle.  You may be asked to step out of your car to receive the vaccination in your arm.  Please wear a short sleeve shirt to enable easier access to your upper arm area.  Details of the clinic are below.  To allow for a smooth transition through this clinic, please make every attempt to come during the date and time that coincides with the head of household’s last name.  Please bring this letter with you to the clinic as it will serve as your admittance into the clinic.  

By participating in this clinic you will be assisting the ECDOH in its efforts to gauge and enhance community readiness and preparedness in the event of a pandemic influenza or other type of disease outbreak.  We thank you in advance for your assistance and participation.  If you have questions regarding the clinic in September, please go to the ECDOH website at www.erie.gov/health or call 211 Western New York by simply dialing 211 on your telephone.  

Sincerely, 

Anthony J. Billittier IV, MD, FACEP 

Commissioner of Health
















Saturday September 13, 2008


UB Center for Tomorrow


Maple Road and Flint Road


Amherst, New York 14260


Last Name begins with:	


	A - Ca 	10:00 am - 12:00 pm


	Ce - F 	12:00 pm - 2:00 pm


	G - J 	  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm


	K - Maz	  4:00 pm - 6:00 pm





Sunday September 14, 2008


UB Center for Tomorrow


Maple Road and Flint Road


Amherst, New York 14260


Last Name begins with:	


	Mc - P 	10:00 am - 12:00 pm


	Q - S	12:00 pm - 2:00 pm


	T - Z 	  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm








